
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 10, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew  18: 15-20 
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault 
between you and him alone.  If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.  If he 
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be 
established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  If he refuses to listen to them, tell 
the church.  If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile 
or a tax collector.  Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Again, amen I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to 
pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Have you ever been in a situation where you had to reconcile a wrong with 
someone?  Was it reconciled to your satisfaction? Were there hard feelings that 
ended the friendship? 

2. What are the three stages Jesus recommends for settling a disagreement?  Why not 
go public right away? Why bring others into the argument?  Would you seek help 
from your pastor or another member of the church? Why or why not? 

3. What sacrament of the church do you think of when you read this gospel? 
4. Do you belong to a prayer group? If yes, do you get strength from praying with 

others? If you don’t belong to a group do you think joining one could help you? 
 
 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


